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Hub City Baseball

By Brendyn Richards

The Hub City Baseball
team was organized in
the early 1930’s, the team
was managed by Herbert
“Hap” Heglin and was
composed mostly of local
farm boys, occasionally a
pitcher was hired for up to
$5/game! The team during
those early days was
remembered as one of the
best in the area.

The Annual Midsummer
game in June with their
number one rival, the
Vermillion Red Sox,
always turned into a thriller, the
competition amongst the two teams
was always at its highest! At least once
every season traveling teams, usually the
House of David and Negro league teams
would pass through the area to play local
teams. In the late 1930’s a traveling team
from Chicago came through the area
and played a day game in Sioux City
before coming to Hub City that evening
for a game. The team brought their own
lights and a large generator, according
to legend, and loosely kept records at
this time, this possibly was the first night
baseball game in South Dakota!

World War II brought the end of the
Heyday of the Hub City Baseball era. By
the summer of 1942, many of the local
players were now serving in the military.
Several attempts were made to reorganize
the team after the war; however, after
several seasons it was decided that there
just wasn’t enough interest to support the
team.
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Soon the once crowded baseball
diamond was converted back to
farmland. I have gathered pictures,
uniforms, baseball equipment, score
cards, and possibly of most interest to
people, the box scores and news articles
of the day to tell the story of what once
was, a thriving ball team in the middle of
cornfields, the Hub City Bluebirds own
“Field of Dreams”.
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September 2023

On August 28, 2023, the VHPC
received word that the National Park
Service of the U.S. Department of the
Interior listed the Brookman House
at 404 Cottage Avenue in Vermillion
on the National Register of Historic
Places. The house was built in 1894, is
a spindle work subtype of Queen Anne
architecture and retains much of its
historical integrity. Its longtime residents
were S.E. and Anna Brookman, Harold
and Ruth Brookman, and Jon and Judy
Flanagin.

This year is the 100th anniversary
of Prentis Park, which is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places.
The centennial celebration centered
around two events held on July 2023 in
the park that included partnerships with
local organizations. A children’s day was
held on July 15, 2023. The afternoon
began with prizes for the Prentis Park
Art and Essay contest for grades K
through 8 sponsored by the VHPC. More
than two hundred submissions to the
commission’s Prentis Park Art and Essay
contests were exhibited on the Prentis
Plunge fence for viewing by family and
community members.

Subsequently, the National Music
Museum hosted a show by musician
Phil Baker who stood on the peninsula
next to the kiddie pool and led the
participants of all ages in energetic
musical games and choreography in the
water. Following the show Vermillion
Parks and Recreation provided free root
beer floats. Throughout the afternoon,
artists, Michele Mechling of Davida
Art Company, Amy Fill of Rural Cloud
Museum, and Marina Sereda of the
Vermillion Area Arts Council, provided
art booths for children’s art projects.

On July 22, a later afternoon
celebration began with lawn games,
sidewalk chalk art, and food vendors,
and entertainment by the Vermillion’s
Clay Creek Deaf Cowboy Band.
Participants who completed a Historical
Park Structures scavenger hunt were
entered a raffle for Dairy Queen gift
certificates provided by Vermillion Parks
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and Recreation. Later that organization
provided free watermelon and popcorn.

Commissioner Keith Gray thanked
many sponsors and workers for the event
and read the celebration proclamation
from the Vermillion city council.
Capping off the evening was a band
concert led by Dr. Todd Cranson of the
University of South Dakota and Garret
Olson of Vermillion High School. The
group of fifty talented area musicians
played a varied program of pieces from
Vermillion’s history which concluded
with the celebratory Stars and Stripes
Forever by John Phillip Sousa.

One final centennial celebratory
project remains. Evelyn Schlenker
has created a children’s book about
the history of the park illustrated
by Vermillion native Becca Gehm.
Publication is anticipated this fall.

On an ongoing basis the
commissioners review a variety
of exterior construction permits
requested on historic district buildings
or individual historic buildings in
Vermillion. We make recommendations
to the Vermillion Building Official,
Kalin Bird concerning whether a change
will “...encroach upon, damage or
destroy...” a historic property. Most
often, permits are for windows, roofs,
siding, fences, garages, signs, etc. The
commissioners are beginning a project
to create design guidelines for new
construction within historical districts.

The Vermillion Historic Preservation
Commission’s mission is ...fo protect,
preserve, and restore Vermillion's
historic and cultural assets through
public education, workshops, and
outreach to the community. It is
comprised of seven members with
rotating terms. Members are chosen for
their interest and expertise in history,
architecture, archeology, city planning
and related fields. Interested residents
of the city of Vermillion may apply
annually (August/September) at the city
website. Current commissioners are
Susan Keith Gray (Chair), Erin Beyers,
Dietrik Vanderhill, Cyndy Chaney, Jim
Wilson and Carson Merkwan.
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Corn Cribs in Clay County, South Dakota

By Evelyn Schlenker

Several years ago, Jim Stone conducted an extensive
survey of barns in Clay County covering 364 barns.
In addition, he surveyed other agriculturally related
structures. This article discussed four corn cribs Jim
surveyed in the county. Detailed information about each
corn crib is available on https://cchpc.org as part of his
barn survey. The pictures and information highlighted in
the article are from his survey. Importantly, the names
ascribed to the buildings generally reflect past owners. This
article is meant as a sample of corn cribs in Clay County.
How many remain is to be determined.

Function of Corn Cribs

The function of corn cribs was to dry and store ears
of corn to prevent spoilage. The ears were used to feed
livestock. Cribs were especially important prior to
mechanical corn harvesting and grain drying.

Construction of the corn cribs allowed ears to be
ventilated and elevators used to move ears into and out
of the cribs. Most cribs were constructed of wood, but
tiles and concrete could be utilized. As common as cribs
were, few exist today. Most are used for other purposes.
The structures are a testament to architectural ingenuity
melding form with function.

The C. W. Hoyer Corn Crib and Granary
First is the rounded C. W. Hoyer clay tile corn crib,
granary, and elevator located at 46685 301st Street near
Bersford. According to Jim Stone’s notes, the structure was
constructed in between the last decade of the 19th century
to the early part of the twentieth century. A section of
the inside of the crib is also shown depicting the hollow
“irontiles” and part of the roof. The granary was located in
the area above the corn crib composed of brick.

The tiled spiral roofed corn crib and granary with a
door allowing entry to the building.

The tiled walls and part of the
roof that form the granary.

Details of the hollow
irontiles” indicate spaces
to allow ventilation
in the corn crib.

The Christian Borup Corn Crib and

Elevator

An example of a large wooden corn crib/ elevator
believed to be constructed in the 1920s is shown below.
The original cedar shingles on the roof were replaced with
corrugated metal. The farm is in the northeast corner of
Section 11 of Prairie Center Township and was originally
homesteaded by John Benson in 1894. The next family to
own the structure was Christian Borup. The building is in
two sections with a dormer on top.

L i

The wooden corn crib and dormer are shown with the metal roof.

Within the structure
a sign on the elevator
indicates it was built
by the Meyer Mfg. Co.
out of Morton, Illinois.
The same structure is
in the description of the
Margaret Smith crib in
the next section.
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The Margaret Smith Crib and Elevator
The Margaret Smith Crib and Elevator has a gothic

round roof and is located at NE Y, 8 — 95 — 52 Riverside
Township near Centerville. It has a dormer and a large door
to load and unload corn and to provide added ventilation.
Note the angled wood slates on the side of the corn crib.
The current owner is Tim Ostrem, his father Boyd Ostrem
died in 2022.

The Roy Ward Corn Crlb

Another corn
crib owned by Tim
Ostrem located in
the southeast corner
of section 17 of
Riverside Township
known as the Roy
Ward corn crib. The
roof and sides are
covered with steel.
Like the previous
corn crib, it has a
gothic round roof
with a dormer. Prior
to the steel covering,
the structure was
constructed of wood
as shown in the An interior view shows the

interior photograph. slanted wooden walls.

How many corn cribs remain in Clay County is
not known. Importantly, their legacy in farming and
significance as architectural structures needs to be
appreciated.

Nominations Requested for
Preservation Awards

The Clay County Historic Preservation
Commission (CCHPC) is seeking input about
historic properties and buildings that have been
renovated and/or maintained over time in Clay
County for Preservation Awards. These awards

are given to individuals and/or organizations.
Awardees will be selected by the CCHPC
dependent on the detailed information about the
structure submitted.

Please send information regarding a property
or structure that you wish to nominate to Evelyn.
Schlenker@usd.edu. Your input is important!

.
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Looking at the southeast, northwest corner indicates
two doors and shows another view of the roof, siding,
and dormer. The building was used for storage
when Jim Stone surveyed the structure.
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Clay County Historical Society
15 Austin St, Vermillion, SD 57069

Phone - 605-624-8266
‘Web page - cchssd.org
Email - claycohistory@yahoo.com

We are on Facebook — Search for
Clay County Historical Society
Vermillion South Dakota

The Austin Whittemore House is open:

A-W is available for family
gatherings, meetings, class reunions,
weddings, showers, business
meetings, etc., call 624-8266 to
schedule.

CCHS Web Page includes:

» Upcoming events

* Story of Austin-Whittermore House

» List of pictorial books and maps of
Vermillion and the Clay County area

* Officers/Directors

MEMBERSHIP DUES
ARE DUE April 1, 2023
Membership Dues are:
Individual $25

Family $40
Business/Organization $75
Lifetime Member $250

stesfesk stk skokoksk

CCHS Elected Board of Directors:
April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024
President - Dan Christopherson

Vice President - Kevin Jacobson
Recording Secretary - Barb Campbell
Membership Secretary - Ruth Bylander
Treasurer - Joni Freidel

Past President - Maxine Johnson
Directors - Jim Stone, Art Rusch,
Judy Sullivan, Tom Sorensen,

Katie Heine, Connie Krueger,
Kathleen Kavanaugh

sfe sk sk skeoskeoskeo sk skeoskeosk
Appointed Positions
Executive Director Wess Pravecek
CCHPC Representative Jim Stone

Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10am-2pm.

FroM THE CrLAY CounTty HisToricAL SocIETY FILES

Harold Davidson Field (Airport)

By Dan Christopherson

Harold R. “Davey” Davidson was born February 24, 1910 at Curlew, lowa to Mr.
and Mrs. J.R. Davidson. He married Lucille Lindgren on July 1, 1937 and they
lived in Iowa for 15 years prior to moving to Vermillion. Children were a son Jon
and daughters Joan, Judy and Jane.

During World War II, Davey was a supervisory flight instructor for the Civilian
Pilot Training Program at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion. It is
reported that Davey taught future Governor Joe Foss to fly, when Foss was a student
at USD. Foss went on to become a WW II Marine Flying Ace and won the Medal of
Honor for his exemplary service against the Japanese in the South Pacific.

In 1943, Davidson was the chief pilot at Rickenbacker Air Field in North Sioux
City, South Dakota (later known as Graham Field) and supervised advanced flight
instruction for Morningside College cadets from Sioux City, lowa at Rickenbacker
Field.

In 1945, Davey offered to operate the second Vermillion Airport (68 Acres with
a grass runway located about 4 miles west of Vermillion toward Meckling) as a
private enterprise on a rental basis. He offered air charter service, flight instruction,
aerial crop spraying and transient plane tie downs. Complete aircraft sales and
service were added later by Davidson Air Service. A café was subsequently
operated in one of the two existing airport buildings under separate management.
Flight instructors included Harold Davidson, R.C. Starrett, Robert Jafurr and R.G.
Barstow.

As Davidson Air Service continued to expand, the facilities west of Vermillion
became inadequate for future growth. Moving the airport became absolutely
necessary when the land owner, Vermillion Dentist Dr. G.R. Collins, decided to sell
the land to Leonard Bottolfson for a farming operation. Local lore says the sale was
precipitated so that funds could be used for son Jeb Collins to attend law school,
which he did.

Harold Davidson was acquainted with Mike Collins, who owned land south of
Vermillion that he was willing to rent to establish an airport. In 1950, 141 acres just
south of Vermillion was leased by the City for $800 per year. Work on the runway
began in the fall of 1950 and the office building and a hangar from the old site were
moved to the new location. The first “Big hangar” at the third airport was moved
from the old airport in the mid 1950’s. The vertical supports had been cut down to
enable it to be moved, so the main door was always lower than ideal.

When prospects for Federal assistance appeared favorable in 1956, a decision was
made by the City to purchase the entire tract for $11,000. Eventually, about $22,000
in Federal funds became available, representing about 53% of the total cost of land
and improvements.

Harold Davidson died of a heart attack while piloting on July 10, 1956, at age
46. He was flying a Piper J-3 Cub on line patrol for the Rural Electrification
Administration (REA) in the vicinity of Olivet, South Dakota. George Burrell of
Beresford was a passenger in his capacity as a foreman for the REA. Burrell had
some minimal flight instruction from Davidson a few weeks prior to this event
but had never landed a plane before. George was able to successfully land the J-3
safely at Yankton Airport.

Davey was buried in Vermillion Bluff View Cemetery. Lucille died May 12, 1991
and is also buried in Bluff View Cemetery. Jon was a helicopter pilot for the US

continue to page 6
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Army and served for 22 years including two tours in Viet
Nam. Jon passed away on September 9, 1995 and is buried
in Ft. Worth, Texas. Joan and Judy live in Aberdeen, SD
and Jane lives in Alcester, SD.

On July 4, 1959, three years after Harold’s death, the
airport officially became Harold Davidson Field in honor
of the man who, more than any other individual helped to
bring the dreams of a permanent airport to reality. Lucille,
Jon, Joan, Judy and Jane attended the airport dedication,

which included a fly-in breakfast attended by hundreds of
people along with 70 airplanes flying in.

A special plaque was presented to Lucille, and cited
Davey as an “aviation pioneer” of the Vermillion area.

Note- Vermillion has had three airport locations:
1929 — one mile East

1940 — four miles West

1950 — one mile South

Mark your calendar for the 2023 Spoken History Cemetery Tour

“Getting Down to Business”
Monday, October 9 — 5:30 PM

The Clay County Historical Society invites you to
become acquainted with various business owners who
played a role in commerce, first in the Dakota Territory,
and then later in Vermillion, Clay County, SD. Most of
the original businesses were/are located in the Downtown
Historic District (National Register of Historic Places,
2003). These early entrepreneurs impacted economic
growth in this area and their final resting place is here.

“It is said that you can’t take it with you; I say there
are two things you can take with you: the things you do
for others and the things you do to others.” - Harold H
Cornett, Jr.

Burr Broom Factory - 2309 University: William D. (Bill)
Burr (1903-1985) — A third-generation broom maker and
master gardener, member of the Sioux Valley Horseshoe
League.

G. Meisenholder Company - 1 Market Place (Ratingen
Platz): Gottlieb C. Meisenholder (1863-1957) Dakota
Territory pioneer, purchased Lee & Prentis Store and
established the first department store (merchandise,
groceries, gifts, clothing), legislator, postmaster.

Jacobson’s Bakery - 17 E Main: Folmer F. Christensen
(1909-2000) — classically trained baker from Denmark,
pastry artist who purchased the bakery with co-owner,
member of Eagles and Lions Clubs.

Lotze & Fischer Jewelry - 3 W Main: Charles (C.F.)
Lotze (1851-1930) — First fire chief, oldest/longest
jeweler in the region, treasurer for the original Vermillion
Commerce Club.

Varsity Bar — the original location at 113 E Main: Ernest
(Ernie) Michels (1900-1991) — initially co-owned the
Varsity as a candy store with his brother, was a lawyer,
circuit court judge, and WWII veteran.

Ticket reservations or $10 tour donations are available
until Friday, October 6th, at the Austin Whittemore House
which is open on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
10:00 AM -2:00 PM. At the cemetery, walk-ins will be
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accommodated on a space-available basis.

Rain or shine - mark your calendars for Monday,
October 9, at 5:30 PM at the Bluff View Cemetery
(599 Pinehurst Avenue).

Joni Freidel
Cemetery Tour Chairman

CLAY COUNTY
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
PRESENTS

GETTING DOWN
TO BUSINESS

SPOKEN HISTORY TOUR

at the Bluff View Cemetery

Monday, October 9, 2023
5:30 PM

[@) AIIK:I'L(AEé?.E @]
AT
Austin-Whittemore House (15 Austin Street)

ClayCoHistory@yahoo.com
605-624-8266

SUGGESTED DONATION $10 PER PERSON
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From the CCHS DesK ...

Here we are starting a new season, my favorite “Fall”.
This past summer brought community events, gardening,
visiting over the fence with our neighbors and plenty of
heat. When I look back at the last few months, there were
also a lot of family gatherings. The Austin-Whittemore
House hosted many of these get-togethers. There were
folks in town visiting children, families in town for
weddings and families offering support to one another
as they mourned the death of a grandmother. This grand
house provided a place for family members to share
conversation, food and love.

One family in particular came together to celebrate
the “house” and the family who built it. The Austin-
Whittemore Family gathered together in Vermillion and
came from all over the country. These family members
shared stories about Grandma Pansy and their mothers
and their uncle Buck. They spoke of summers spending
time together in the house exploring the attic and sleeping
in the dining room. This fun group of children must have
brought such joy to their grandmother. Pansy was only
ten years old when her father, Horace Austin, died and
she was only 20 when her mother passed. Little did they
know that their daring Pansy would have five children
and lots of grandchildren that would bring so much life
back into the house. I can’t help but think that the spirits

of the great grandparents and grandparents celebrated
along with these summer visitors. It was my pleasure to
prepare the house for their visit and spend the day with the
family.

I had the opportunity to spend time with my family
in Washington in August. We also shared conversation,
food and love with each other along with some rowdy card
playing. My parents’ spirits were there with us and I’'m
sure they shook their heads and chuckled about the fact
that we grew up to be pretty decent human beings with
families of our own.

We should all embrace the opportunity to spend time
with our families and share stories that can be passed down
and put in writing. There are files at the AW House that
families have shared and they come in handy when a long-
lost relative may stop in to check on some family history.
We had a poster in the house that said that today’s stories
are tomorrow’s history. Think about it and share some
stories with people that you care about.

Mark your calendar for October 9th. The Spoken
History Cemetery Tour is coming up and the stories that
were shared make this event possible.

Wess Pravecek, Executive Director
Austin-Whittemore House
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W. H. Over Museum Notes

By Bill Ranney, Treasurer

Early last summer the museum acquired 70 display cases
from the National Music Museum (NMM), and we have
spent the last year preparing exhibits - both permanent and
temporary - to fill them. We have received many donations
over the summer and two of the new collections will go
directly into the NMM cases. It has been a challenge to fit
the new cases into our existing structure. We also continue
to make additions and adjustments to the rest of the
exhibits.

Several additions have been made to the “A Time to
Remember” gallery. We added a wardrobe/armoire to the
bedroom display in May, and this September, we added
a wooden icebox to the kitchen display. Lt. Mildred J.
Stickney’s WAVES uniform was joined by Gen. Lloyd R.
Moses’ U.S. Army uniform and Lt. Gerald E. Warner’s
Air Force uniform. We are also planning a “Vermillion
Infrastructure” exhibit that will augment the “Power Plant”
display. The exhibit will feature early riverboat days, the
advent of the railroad, and early roadways. The old water
tower is represented by the actual light that was atop the
structure and a large format black and white photo of the
water tower.

Small changes include relocating signage for both the
Thompson House exhibit and the 1881 Vermillion flood
exhibit for better viewing. Jim Stone’s barn model has
been moved into the center aisle between the agricultural
equipment and Lakota tipi exhibits, along with three
NMM clear-sided exhibit cases that will soon contain
Native American dresses and a star quilt. The U.S. Cavalry
buffalo hide coat that was in the front lobby has been
moved next to the Slim Buttes Battle diorama and has been
replaced by a NMM case with an early fireman’s coat,
boots and hat to complement the fire truck.

In June the air handler above two of the Native American
exhibits started to leak, and the exhibits had to be taken
down. One case of dolls and one case of moccasins were
placed in temporary storage. A whitetail deer mount was
damaged by the leak and had to be removed. The air
handler has been shut down and will need to be repaired
or replaced. Recently, the wall has been repainted, and the
Native American collections are back on display.

The museum also received new taxidermy this summer
that went directly into the galleries. Maxine, Tami, Bill,
Scott Schempp and Dave Stockland traveled to Yankton
in July to pick up a collection from Mary Heubaum. The
taxidermy included a bear skin rug that was added to the
Indian Agent’s display; pheasant mounts that were added
to the existing pheasant display; waterfowl that were
added to the wetlands exhibit, including a snow goose
in flight; and a grouping of a whitetail deer, a mule deer

and an antelope (gazelle)
replaced older mounts of the
same species. In August, we
received a mounted grizzly
bear that is on loan from
Roger Turner of Vermillion.
The bear was taken on a hunt
in British Columbia, Canada,
in 2007.

The museum will soon
be receiving a large doll
collection, so Scott Schempp
has modified two of the
mirror backed NMM cases
for glass shelving. Evelyn
Schlenker has added
background research for the
project. One of the taller
NMM cases will contain a
display of the Vermillion
Red Sox collection that
was recently donated. Bit
by bit, we are filling up our
new cases, even though
developing an exhibit is
usually a multi-year project.

Be sure to
stop by the
Museum and
check out
all the new
displays.
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W. H. Over Museum

Address: 1110 N. University
414 E. Clark Street
Vermillion, SD 57069
605-659-6151

Email: whover@usd.edu
Website: whovermuseum.org

WH Over Museum
Officers and Board Members
2022-2023

Larry Bradley
(President)

David Moen
(First Vice President)

Lynn Muller
(Second Vice President)

William Ranney
(Treasurer)

Maxine Johnson
Jim Stone

Pat Gross

Scott Jensen
Tony Krus
Bianaca Krus
Kevin Jacobson
Calvin Brink

Erin Wohletz

BY[ESSAGE FROM GyJAXINE

Events

The annual Celebrate Rhubarb Day was observed on June 4 of this year
at the Museum. The event was a wonderful community celebration and in
addition to enjoying wonderful rhubarb creations, those in attendance listened
to an afternoon of =
banjo music and
songs by virtuoso
banjo player, Dan
Kilbride, who
entertained with
singing and his
own brand of
jokes. Dan was
accompanied by
guitarist Nick
Schwebeck. Part of the afternoon was the
silent auction and visiting with friends.
Marjorie Iverson was awarded permanent
possession of the Old Betsy trophy for
once again bringing in a delicious recipe
— Rhubarb in the Snow. This traditional
event originated over twenty years ago and
continues to grow in popularity. We’ll see
you next year — first Sunday in June.

The next event that will be celebrated
at the Over is Pumpkin Carving afternoon
featuring a sidewalk chalk-drawing contest,
and for a take-home treat, mummies made
from Twinkies! Pumpkins will be provided
for carving, but those attending are welcome to bring their own if they would
like. Of course, there will be the traditional candy hunt. The event will be
held on Sunday, October 29, at 2:00 pm (Halloween is on Tuesday this year).
This will be the last event that [ will chair. Sonia Hernandz has graciously
taken over the arrangements for the Christmas Festival, which will be held on
December 3. Invitations to craftspeople have been sent out. We will have the
traditional “best bake sale in the state” and a wonderful hospitality area to visit
with friends.

The museum will also be recognizing National Fossil Day on Wednesday,
October 11 (which we will be celebrating as Trilobite Day) and Veteran’s Day
on Saturday, November 11. We do not yet have any events planned for these
dates but watch our Facebook page for notifications.

Visitors

This year we have enjoyed many visitors from all over this country as well
as many foreign countries. We have had many tours and were pleased when
descendants of the Burr family visited us in August. They were delighted to
see the Burr Broom Factory exhibit and have promised to send photographs of
the broom factory when it was a viable part of Vermillion.

Maxine Johnson
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W. H. Over Museum Gift Shop a ™
The Museum Gift Shop began taking credit card M\K V@

ts through S in May of 2023. Since then,
fl?g Efrrrllbser (r)(tzl;%editq;lr?gedglbit ?r};r?sactions hl:scfypiizlly @&@NS @ Tﬂ“@
exceeded cash and check transactions, which is good news @ E E F @ N @ @ @'

for the museum! Previously, we only accepted cash and
check, which caused some customers to have to take out

cash at an ATM and come back for their purchases. This is EWENT
now no longer a problem.

The large project planned for our January closure is
moving the Gift Shop into the Discovery Room. We are in
the process of choosing a color to paint over the deep red
that presently adorns the walls of the Discovery Room. We
plan on using the bead room as a children’s area and we
are on the lookout for a small loveseat or something that
will fit in a small room.

Additionally, this year the Gift Shop has gotten in a
beautiful selection of pipestone necklaces, star quilts, ?
prints, beaded dream catchers and beading supplies - C
to further serve the community with local, handmade ? umpkln a ,“ v '- n i
items and supplies for artists to continue creating. As the g
Museum Gift Shop continues to increase in performance,
we will work to expand inventory and further the goal of

AT THE W. H. OVER MUSEUM

offering high quality items and supplies to our visitors. If Ay
you are looking for unique, locally sourced Christmas gifts October 29, 2023 | 2:00pm
this year, look no further than the W. H. Over Museum Gift 1110 University Street, Vermillion, SD

Shop! Event is free!
Sonia Hernandez K J

W. H. OVER MUSEUM ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

DECEMBER 3, 2022
FROM 1 PM TILL 4:30 PM

FOOD, CRAFTS AND GIFT VENDORS | SANTA CLAUS & MORE!
1110 UNIVERSITY STREET y

VERMILLION, SD
605-659-6151
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Collections Department

By Tami K. Plank, Collections Manager

Since May of this year, 16 different collections totaling
over 900 artifacts have been donated to the W. H. Over
Museum in an effort to help preserve our local culture
and history. These artifacts are in the process of being
documented to preserve their identity as well as insure
their safety. This includes proper donor paperwork,
accession and catalog numbers, proper storage space, and
data entry for each individual artifact into the computer
database. The process is based on the American Alliance of
Museum’s (AAM) professional standards.

Donations, particularly those with provenance, lead to
exhibits and one exhibit in process is “Extraterrestrial
Visitors: Meteorites.” This exhibit includes over 57
meteorites from Texas, Arizona and Oklahoma as well as
Central and South America, Europe and Eastern Europe,
Africa, and Australia. A second donation that is leading
to an exhibit is “America’s Pastime: Vermillion Baseball”
with emphasis on the Vermillion Red Sox baseball team. In
the words of Rick Lagina, “You can have all the artifacts
you want but at the end of the day they have to tell a story.”
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This 1964 Bell & Howell
Autoload 8mm movie
camera with instruction
manual recently became
a part of the
W. H. Over Museum
Collection. The donor
had the foresight to include
a photo of her father, Loren Ouellette, holding the camera
while on vacation at the Yellowstone National Park in 1965.
The inclusion of the photograph not only gives provenance
to the camera but helps detail a fraction of the history
of the American lifestyle of the 1960s.

[VV. H. Over Photo Center \

Announces Four New Displays
By Dr. Lynn Muller

The Photo Center is proud to announce four new and
unique displays: stereo cameras, binocular cameras,
Russian cameras, and Japanese cameras.

The stereo display includes three Kodak stereo
cameras from the early 1900s, and ten from the 1940s
through 1960, along with several viewers. Examples
of stereo cards and photos are also included.

The display of binocular cameras features
binoculars that have built in cameras with which to
capture photos of what is being viewed through the
binoculars. Also in this display are two deceptive
angle cameras which were made to disguise the
fact that a photo was being taken of an individual,
by taking the photo at a right angle from where
the camera was pointing. In the early days of
photography, many people did not want to be
photographed and thought that the photo would
capture and take away a part of their soul.

The Russian camera display includes miniature
spy cameras as well as cameras used by the KGB
on the borders and for spy work. Examples are the
f21 camera, the photo sniper camera, and a camera
disguised as a package of John Player cigarettes.
Many of these were actually made in Ukraine when it
was still part of the USSR.

The fourth new display features Japanese cameras,
specifically the PaX line of miniature cameras and
several cameras and lens from the Nikon line. It
includes four underwater Nikonos cameras and an
800mm Nikon telephoto lens for the classic Nikon F.

Come and visit one of the largest collections of
photographic equipment within a five-state radius of
South Dakota. Our collection includes cameras from
the 1800s to ey
the current “
year. There
are over 350
very unique |
cameras and _
equipment
that are rarely
seen on
display, along|g
with Kodak
advertising
from the past.
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Three organizations join together for one newsletter:
CrAy County HisTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION,
CLAy County HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

AND THE W. H. OvER MUSEUM

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please contact your organizations and notify them of any temporary or permanent change of address.

Clay County Historic

Preservation Commission

cchpc.org




